
About a year later, it was time to go get our family 
from Manila. That last year of waiting was the hardest.  
Picturing them growing up while the months passed was 
difficult. We wondered how they received our photo album 
and what they were thinking. Then, all of sudden, we were 
at the Mandarin Oriental in Manila. We arrived a day or so 
early to get the lay of the land. We were as ready as we 
were ever going to be.   

Everything we had been told led us to believe we 
would go meet the children and spend some time together 
over a few days before taking them with us. On the drive 
to the orphanage, however, the Filipina Social Worker told 
us we’d be taking the children that day. That moment of 
truth made my stomach sink. All the anxieties and fears 

that I’d been repressing hit me at 
once. Did we do the right thing? Are 
we qualified? Will they like us?   
We arrived at the orphanage which 
was not at all what Americans      
typically envision. It was warm, 
cheerful and home to many children. 
The next thing I remember is our 
youngest greeting us with the       
traditional “Mana Po” which is where 
a child places their parent’s hand to 
their forehead as a sign of respect 
and love. Words can’t really express 
the overwhelming emotions running 

through us. The other children both greeted us next. They 
showed us their home for the last six years and we sat 
down to a celebratory spaghetti lunch. Manny and I had so 
many questions for the house parents, but were so     
overwhelmed we forgot to ask most of them. As we were 
still talking with the orphanage staff, the kids climbed into 
the back of our taxi – they were ready to go.   

We took them to the hotel and spent the next 
week exploring the area and teaching the kids how to 
swim. It was surreal being in a foreign country with three 
kids we’d just met who spoke a different language. Before 
we knew it, we were on a plane flying from Manila to San 
Francisco. The kids already had many firsts – first time in 
a hotel and first time in an airplane. After eleven plus 
hours in the air, we made it to San Francisco. The last  
hurdles were customs and a three hour drive home.     
Finally, at 1:00 a.m., we made it home.  

The next few months were a whirlwind. Time 
seemed to go by quickly and stand still all at once.       

(continued on back page) 

Manny and I were married in 2006 and began the 
adoption process in December 2009. After attending an 
orientation at Chrysalis House, we decided to pursue an 
international adoption from the Philippines. Manny is half-
Filipino and has a large extended family both here in the 
United States and in the Philippines. We thought sharing a 
heritage would help a child’s adjustment to a new country 
and had one to two children up to age six in mind.   

The international application is daunting. The   
application makes you reflect on your childhood and life 
experiences. Going through old tax returns and credit card 
statements is tedious. After parenting classes,              
psychological testing, medical evaluations, background 
checks, fingerprinting and more, you begin to wonder 
whether you’ll qualify to be a parent.   

Manny learned the hard way 
that the Philippines is serious about 
the physical requirements. He is an 
active guy in his mid-40s who was 
not overweight. In fact, his Body 
Mass Index (BMI) was within the 
Philippines’ acceptable parameters. 
After a physical in 2010, however, 
Manny’s doctor put him on high 
blood pressure medication. In July 
of 2011, the Philippines placed our 
application on hold and told Manny 
he needed to lose 10% of his body 
weight based on his BMI and history of high blood      
pressure. (Thank God they didn’t tell me to lose weight!) 
Manny lost the weight over two months and the            
Philippines went forward with our application.  

Many months later, we were finally approved for 
referrals of available children. The first referrals we       
received were “hard to place children.” I looked these over 
before Manny not expecting to find an appropriate match 
because most of the children had special needs we   
couldn’t meet as we both work full time.  As I read over the 
heartbreaking stories of the children who needed a home, 
I came across a sibling group of three older children; two 
boys and a girl, ages 8, 10, and 11. This was not what 
Manny and I had discussed or even considered, yet I 
knew almost immediately these kids were for us. I showed 
Manny the information and, after careful reflection, we 
were both all in. We had to amend our application as to 
the number and age of children we’d been approved to 
adopt and endure still more bureaucracy, but we’d found 
our family. 
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   Forever Families 
 

Chrysalis House would like to welcome 
home the children who finalized their  

adoption since our last newsletter: 
 

Nathan, age 3 years 
Jacob, age 1 year 

Jacy, age 6 months 
Genesis, age 5 years 

Ivy, age 12 years 
Autumn, age 6 years 
Tristan, age 5 years 

Sophia, age 8 months 
Beka-Joy, age 23 months 
Bennett, age 17 months 
Phillip, age 20 months 

 

  Save The Date! 

In 1984 President Reagan proclaimed the first National Adoption Week. This was later extended 
to the entire month of November in 1995 by President Clinton. The goal of National Adoption 
Awareness Month is to bring awareness to the need of finding homes for our country’s          
thousands of waiting children. At Chrysalis House we strive to bring awareness to this need 
throughout the year and extend the need to unborn children here in the US as well as the       
orphaned children across the world.  
 
Please consider donating to Chrysalis House in honor of Adoption Awareness Month so that we 
may extend our outreach and help more children find their forever family! Chrysalis House is a 
non-profit 501(c)3 organization, all donations are tax deductible. 

November is Adoption Awareness Month 

Chrysalis House, Inc. is having a Picnic! Celebrate with us Saturday, May 3, 2014 at  
Woodward Park in Fresno.  Enjoy good food, family fun and entertainment. Come meet 
our staff and other CHI families as we celebrate YOU!  
 
If you would like to help us plan and prepare for this event, please contact Megan Schulze at  
559-229-9862 or megan@chrysalishouse.com. Detailed information will be sent early 2014.  
 
Check out our Facebook Page for frequent updates, “Chrysalis House, Inc. Fresno”.  

Re-Adoption: What is it?  
Why is it Important? 

 
If you have adopted internationally and completed the adoption in 

country you should strongly consider re-adopting your child here in the 

U.S.  Re-adoption is the process of going to Court to have the adoption 

‘finalized’ in the eyes of the State you live in as well as in the eyes of 

the US government.  Re-adoption  secures the recognition of a legal 

parent/child relationship under U.S. law and assures inheritance 

rights. It also affords you the opportunity to obtain a state birth         

certificate.  It is important for every child adopted overseas to obtain an 

English language vital record that establishes the child’s date of birth, 

place of birth and legal name. Re-adoption is unrelated to the child’s 

citizenship.  U.S. citizenship does not create a “U.S.  Adoption”. The   

decision to re-adopt is an important consideration that should be     

addressed as soon as possible upon returning home. Chrysalis House 

can complete all of the paperwork for you, file in Court and obtain a 

Court date for you for a minimal fee.   

Contact Peggy (peggy@chrysalishouse.com) for any questions you 

might have or to begin the re-adoption process. 

Thank You For Your Support 
 

 Thank you to those families who have contributed to our agency so far this year.  Specific items and monetary 
donations help our agency better serve all of our families and their children.  

mailto:peggy@chrysalishouse.com
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Friends of Chrysalis House 

Looking through the WINDOWS of Chrysalis House 

Did Chrysalis House make a difference in the lives of you and your family? Would you like 
to give back and help make a difference in the lives of others?  
 
We have an amazing opportunity for you! 
 
Chrysalis House is looking for individuals and families to help make a difference for the 
next generation, and would love for you to be involved! Please let us know if you would 
shine in any of the ways below:   
 
Infant Care: Caring for infants for a short time period (for a few days or possibly a few 
weeks at a time) while an adoption plan is created. Requires you to maintain training and 
foster certification.  
 
Respite Care: Caring for another family’s foster children for a short amount of time (usually a weekend). Requires you to 
maintain training and foster certification. 
 
Mentor Family: Connecting with another Chrysalis House family and offering the benefits of your experience.   
 
Helping with community events: 

 Cooking/BBQ                           

 Setting up/tearing down 

 Organizing events 

 Marketing 

 Soliciting donations 

 Donate: _______ (food/drinks/money) 

 Raffle ticket booth 
 
If you are interested in becoming a part of the “Friends of Chrysalis House” Team please contact Brandy Lucas at  
559-229-9862 or brandy@chrysalishouse.com. 

    Christmas Craft Open House 

Chrysalis House, Inc. is hosting a Christmas Craft Open House on Tuesday December 10, 2013 from 3pm-7pm at the 
CHI office, 7395 N. Palm Bluffs Ave. #106, Fresno, CA 93711.  Come kick-off the Christmas Season with  Chrysalis 
House! Feel free to come and go as your time allows and enjoy good company, good food and crafts for the kids. Be on 
the look out for a formal e-vite in the coming weeks! 
 
We hope to see many of our families at this fun  social gathering. To all our families, we wish you a happy and safe    
holiday season! 
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Getting to know three kids and establishing trust on the one hand and setting boundaries and being a role model on the 
other is a tall order. Manny and I struggled as all parents do with whether we were making the right decisions; we started 
calling ourselves “Parents of the Year” to make light of some things that we would now do differently. The kids started 
school two weeks after we arrived and were placed right into their corresponding grades. They adapted amazingly well 
especially considering all the adjustment and English being their second language.   

The family bonding has progressed wonderfully. We don’t speak our children’s first language. They were     
learning English in the Philippines, but were far from fluent when we met them. We became really good at reading non-
verbal cues. We didn’t push and decided to just let the conversation come naturally. Even though we wanted to just hug 
and kiss our kids all the time, we respected their boundaries and have gradually incorporated these displays of affection.    

The kids seemed to adapt so well it was deceptive. One experience made us mindful of the incredible            
adjustment. Our elementary school had a father daughter dance about six weeks after we got home. Our daughter, by all 
appearances, wanted to go. My mom and I bought a great dress. Right when it was time to go to the dance, I found her 
sitting on the edge of her bed with tears welling in her eyes. It became clear she had been trying to please us and do 
what she thought was expected, but it was too much too soon. I reassured her she didn’t have to go to the dance and 
told her to change her clothes. All five of us then watched her favorite movie; it was an important bonding moment. 

Our kids are going through different stages of homesickness; they miss the 
Philippines and their friends. Time is helping the adjustment process. The kids are 
making friends at school and are able to keep in touch with their friends in the      
Philippines through the computer. 

It has been a little over seven months since we met our kids. We have had 
four post-placement social work visits and the Philippines recently consented to the 
adoption. We know our choice is not for everyone (and certainly not for the faint of 
heart). For us, it was meant to be.   

 

Would you rather receive this 
newsletter via e-mail? If so, please 
contact our agency at 559-229-9862 
with your current e-mail address.  

Chrysalis House, Inc. will be closed in observance of the following Holidays: 
 

 Veteran’s Day: Monday, November 11, 2013 

 Thanksgiving: Thursday-Friday, November 28-29, 2013 

 Christmas: Wednesday, December 25, 2013 

 New Year’s: Wednesday, January 1, 2014 

 Martin Luther King Jr. Day: Monday, January 20, 2014 

 President’s Day: Monday, February 17, 2014 


